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INCOMING GUIDE

Congratulations! We are pleased to know that you have chosen Bonn for your internship, and
we look forward to guiding you through these next important steps so that you arrive safely
and well prepared for this new adventure that is about to begin.

This guide is there to help you prepare for the upcoming months in Bonn.
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1. What to do before you leave

The official IAESTE and your local committee Facebook pages and groups are great places for students to
find information and to get to know each other such as:

Questions and Answers

(@]

Events

O« O«

Connect with other (international) students/interns

2. Leaving checklist
What to bring with you

Make sure you bring the following items with you:

6 valid passport or identification document (ID)

6 credit cards (if applicable)

0 driver's license or international driver’s license

o valid student ID

O electrical equipment you may need like an adapter
6 small backpack/bag for daytrips

6 a bilingual dictionary

o}

While being abroad and exploring a new culture many wonderful experiences will take place. However, as
experience shows, unexpected issues might also arise and to hedge those risks an insurance could be a life-
saver. There are various types of insurance offered nowadays on the market. For a useful overview over
insurances in Germay you can check here.

3. Living in Bonn
Finding an accommodation

Where do you live during your stay here in Bonn2 You should ask yourself that question a few months ahead
of time and start planning early.

There are many possibilities to choose from. You can either live in:

A single apartment
A shared apartment (WG in German)
A student dormitory
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https://www.iamexpat.de/expat-info/insurance-germany/private-insurance

On the following websites you can look for accommodation:

- WG-Gesucht.de

- Zimmer frei?!

- Studierendenwerk Bonn
- Immowelt

- ImmoScout?24

- StayToo
- Facebook: WG & Wohnung Bonn gesucht

- Facebook: Uni Bonn WG Bérse

If you need a place to stay for a short time (e.g. after your arrival) you can check the following options:

- Couchsurfing
- A hostel (Basecamp, Max Hostel, GZ Hostel Bonn, Hostel45)

- Ayouth hostel (,Jugendherberge”)
- A hotel
- An AirBnb

Should you be struggling with some of these websites or the German language feel free to contact us. We
are happy to help youl

Where to live?
Bonn is considered a bigger city in Germany with its about 327,000 inhabitants. Here is a map of all the

parts of our beautiful (bonnderful § ) city.
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https://www.wg-gesucht.de/
https://zimmerfrei-bonn.de/en/mieten
https://www.studierendenwerk-bonn.de/en/
https://www.immowelt.de/
https://www.immobilienscout24.de/
https://www.staytoo.de/studentenapartments-bonn/
https://www.staytoo.de/studentenapartments-bonn/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/460429377467077
https://www.facebook.com/groups/465007710218892
https://www.couchsurfing.com/places/bonn--germany
https://www.basecamp-bonn.de/
https://max-hostel.de/
https://www.gz-hotel.de/bonn.html
https://engl.hostel45.de/
https://www.jugendherberge.de/en/youth-hostels/bonn-438/portrait/
https://www.airbnb.de/
https://www.airbnb.de/

4. Arrival in Bonn

City Registration
All inhabitants over 16 years of age are required to register in Bonn with the Registration Office of their district
within one week of their arrival. Therefore, you need to make an appointment with the Registration Office

([Einwohnermeldeamt). General information on registration in Germany can be found here. For detailed
information on your registration in Bonn and the required documents you chan check this website of the city of
Bonn.

Additionally, citizens of non-EU countries need a residence title (Aufenthaltserlaubnis) for stays exceeding 3
months if not exempted by a special agreement. The application is dealt with at the Immigration Office Bonn
(Auslénderamt).

Bank accoun

Often you are required to prove your financial means, especially if you are staying for a long period
in the country. One of the best ways to demonstrate financial stability and facilitate your stay is to
open a German bank account. If you are interested in opening a German bank account you can find
more information here.

In general you can use most of your foreign bank cards for paying here in Germany as well. The
payment from a foreign bank might cause some exira fees though. Some smaller shops might not
accept your credit card and ask for a payment by Debit card instead. It becomes more and more
common to pay by card in Germany which means that it might not always be neccessary for you to
withdraw cash. However, there are also some places which still only accept cash.

Useful websites for more information

- |AmExpat
- Study in Germany

Getting to the City Center (Central Station) from the airpor

By taxi
You can take a taxi from the airport to the city center (Bonn Hauptbahnhof).
By bus

To reach the city center you can take bus number SB60, and get off at Bonn Central Station. Please
consult the SWB website for information regarding schedules.

By train

There's no train going directly from Cologne-Bonn airport to Bonn. You can either take a train to Beuel
Bahnhof and reach the city center from there via tram (15 minutes), take a train to Siegburg Bahnhof and
reach the city center from there via tram (20 minutes) or take a train to Cologne Central Station and change
to another regional train to Bonn (25 minutes).
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https://www.iamexpat.de/expat-info/official-issues/registration-germany
https://www.bonn.de/microsite/en/services/formalities/registration-of-residence.php
https://www.bonn.de/microsite/en/services/formalities/registration-of-residence.php
https://www.bonn.de/microsite/en/services/formalities/residence-permit.php
https://www.bonn.de/microsite/en/services/formalities/residence-permit.php
https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/plan-your-stay/money-and-costs/money-and-bank-accounts_27017.php
https://www.iamexpat.de/
https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/
https://www.swb-busundbahn.de/en/english/

NEED HELP?

Contact us if you would like to be picked up from the airportl A member of our local committee will
meet you there!

For getting back to the airport you can use the same means of transportation. For further information, you
can also consult the official website of Cologne-Bonn Airport.

Here a map of the public transportation system (subway, train and tramway) in the city of Bonn:

Tickets for public transportf

In general tickets for single rides can be bought at machines around the train & bus stations or on the
tram/bus. If you need to travel regularly we advise to buy a weekly or monthly tickets. We can have a look
at those together depending on your needs.

Getting a bike

Since Bonn is rather small and flat you can get almost anywhere by bike. One option is to buy a cheap bike
on ebay but if you are only in Bonn for a few months the effort of buying and then selling it again might not be
worth it. In that case you have different options to rent a bike. You can register with nextbike and rent any of
the bikes placed across the city for a single ride (1€ per 30 minutes). Simply download the nextbike app (find
closer information on the registration here) and rent any bike that you find close to you and end the rental at
your destination.
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https://www.cologne-bonn-airport.com/en/parking-arrival/bus-rail-services.html
https://www.nextbike.de/en/
https://www.nextbike.de/en/bonn/






















